[Ventilation pattern at rest and respiratory response to hypercapnic stimulation after lung transplantation].
We aimed to assess breathing pattern at rest by studying occlusion pressure after the first 100 miliseconds (P0.1) and ventilatory response to hypercapnia after lung transplantation. Seven transplanted patients were compared with a control group of 7 healthy subjects. The breathing pattern at rest after transplantation included a significant increase in minute volume (VE) at the expense of an increase in tidal volume (VT) and above all of mean inspiratory flow (VT/Ti). There were no significant differences in ventilatory response to hypercapnia between the 2 groups, although the response curves of both VE and VT to CO2 tended to slope downward. These results can be explained by the mechanics of ventilation in some subjects studied and by the effect of pulmonary denervation on ventilatory control.